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Board Policy BP - SD - 08

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Nebraska Public Power District (NPPD) is committed to promoting economic development in the region to 

increase the productivity of economic resources; create and enhance employment opportunities; retain, 

grow, and attract businesses with desirable loads and load profiles; and increase the level of income and 

quality of life for our customers. 

NPPD will support our wholesale/retail customers, and be a leader in regional economic development by:

• Continually striving to know and understand the economic development needs and job creation 

prospects in our service territory.

• Aligning economic development activities with regional and state-level development initiatives.

• Assisting with site development by identifying and marketing sites for large business and industrial 

customer-owners.

• Working to retain, grow, and recruit commercial and industrial customers.

• Promoting innovation and job creation by offering economic development rates and other incentives.
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Powering Nebraska’s Economy
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Understanding 
Economic Development Needs
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TARGETED 
INDUSTRY STUDIES

ECONOMIC IMPACT 
ANALYSIS

WORKFORCE DATA



Understanding
Economic Development Needs
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TARGETED 
INDUSTRY STUDIES

ECONOMIC 
IMPACT ANALYSIS

WORKFORCE 
DATA

Completed

• Loup City

• Seward

• Aurora

In Progress

• Keith County

Completed

• Tyson, Lexington

• Knife River, DED

• Curbtender, DED

• Great Plains Health, North Platte

• Project Fly

• Vacant Housing Impact – 6R1NE

In Progress

• North Platte Non-Profit Impact

• PCDC

• Cinco de Schuyler

• Ponca Tribe

• Wahoo Civic Center

• York Child Care

RFI Labor Data

• Aurora

• Columbus

• Cozad

• Gibbon

• Lexington

• North Platte

• Plattsmouth

• Seward

• Schuyler

• York

Labor Study - Completed

• Seward

Labor Study - In Progress

• Cozad

• Fullerton

• Schuyler

RETAIL LEAKAGE

Completed

• Columbus Retail Pull

• Norfolk Retail Leakage Study

BUSINESS 
RETENTION & 

EXPANSION VISITS
• Auburn

• Bladen

• Blaine County

• Creighton

• Custer County

• Greeley

• Pawnee City

• St. Paul

• Winnetoon

September 1, 2025 – August 31, 2026



Community Positioning
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COMMUNITY GUIDE TREND STUDY STRATEGIC PLANNING
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Community Positioning – Updated 
Economic & Demographic Trends Report



Community Positioning
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COMMUNITY GUIDE TREND STUDY STRATEGIC PLANNING
Completed

• Seward County

In Progress

• Auburn

• Bloomfield

• Creighton

• Ewing

• Gordon

• Gage County

• Holdrege

• Leigh

• Lindsay

• Newman Grove

• North Platte

• Plattsmouth

• Ravenna

• Wahoo

• York

• Randolph

Completed

• Colfax County

• Custer County

• Humbolt (Richardson County)

• Loup City (Sherman County)

• North Platte (Lincoln County)

• York (York County)

Facilitated Sessions

• Beemer

• Central City Chamber of Commerce

• Hemingford

• Knox County Economic Development

• Loup City

• City of Norfolk

• Northeast Economic Development District

• Schuyler

• Seward County

• City of York

• York County Development Corporation

September 1, 2025 – August 31, 2026



Alignment with Regional and 
State Initiatives
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Site Development & Featured 
Properties
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Featured Properties Criteria
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The site must be served either directly by NPPD or through a NPPD Wholesale Partner. 
The site must also be optioned, controlled or owned by the local economic 
development organization, municipality or electric provider.

• Minimum of five acres.

• Property listed on Location One Information System (LOIS) with a completion of at 
least 80% and updated within the last six months.

• Current capabilities have been identified for electric load, natural gas, telecom, 
water, and wastewater usage. (MW, MCF, gallons per day, etc.)

• Any three of the due diligence items must be completed:

• Alta Survey

• Title Commitment

• Phase 1 Environmental

• Geotechnical Investigation

• Natural Features/Wetlands

• Endangered Species

• Property Maps

• Other, as required for the site: ex. - additional engineering, rail 

study, survey work to get to LOMA and conceptual master planning



Facilitating Site Development
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• Site Readiness Assistance Program (SRAP) Launched as 

pilot program in 2019

• Purpose was to assist with helping to identify more 

shovel-ready sites in rural Nebraska

• Since 2019, 26 grants have been awarded

• 15 different communities

• From Ogallala to Auburn and from Hartington to Gage County

• Sites have ranged from 11 to 300 acres



Map with locations where grant 

awards have been made
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Site Readiness Assistance Program



LOIS Workforce Reports
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LOIS Workforce Reports
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LOIS Workforce Reports
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LOIS Workforce Reports



Site Readiness Assistance Program Webinar – September 17, 2025: When competing for a 

project, communities often focus on what can make them stand out to the prospective 

business. While this is important and can be what ultimately lands the project, equally as 

important is ensuring that your site can check the boxes to meet the needs of that prospective 

business.

Educational Opportunities

19

Location Strategy & Data Tools Webinar – March 18, 2026: Webinar designed to help 

communities market their available sites and buildings more effectively. Also demonstrated the 

newly added Lightcast Workforce Reports and NPPD Featured Properties program.

Electricity 101– July 22, 2026: Webinar designed to help understand the energy side of 

economic development. Ken Curry walked attendees through how the essentials of electricity 

support community and business growth across Nebraska. 

September 1, 2025 – August 31, 2026



2026 Projects Announced  /  Won

9 Projects
139 Direct Jobs
$422 Million 
New Investment

Industries
• Ag Processing
• Ethanol
• Food Processing
• Manufacturing
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Dari Processing broke ground in Seward for a 

$165 million dairy processing plant in June 2025.



Questions

Stay connected with us.
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